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Bay Village Schools creates                       
Black History Month challenge

League of Women Voters to 
consider ‘Hunger in our Midst’

by NANCY HEATON

Bay Village resident Liz Mau-
gans believes our world needs 
a huge casserole right now. 

Her large, colorful, mixed media col-
lages at BAYarts, “Leftover Casserole,” 
are both humorous and meaningful, 
images of comfort food that sticks to 
your bones and warms your heart.

“My studio practice is a big 
kitchen. I use what I have, particularly 
during the quarantine.” says Maugans. 
“Like leftovers that go into the casse-
role, these works are made from my 
stockpile, my dumping grounds, mixed 
thoroughly with the world’s unprec-
edented moment of change.”

For over 25 years, Liz Maugans has 
organized one-person and thematic 
exhibitions featuring regional, national 

and internationally known artists. Her 
curatorial specialization is her devotion 
to emerging art, social justice, and local 
experimental practices that broaden 
access through social networks and 
community-building initiatives. An 
advocate for artists and the visual arts, 
Maugans has served as a consultant 
for numerous community develop-
ment organizations and art business 
start-ups.

“I make very small steps,” she says, 
“but they are part of trying to shift my 
focus to process and action, rather than 
worry. I’m sharing these dishes with 
you. Bring a fork!”

“Leftover Casserole” is in BAYarts’ 
Playhouse Gallery through March by 
appointment; you can also ask to meet 
the artist for a personal tour. Email 
info@bayarts.net. 

 See BAY SCHOOLS page 2

by JANICE PATTERSON

Hunger issues have risen in the 
city of Cleveland as well as its 
suburbs during the COVID-

19 pandemic. Details on how two 
suburbs, Westlake and North Olmsted, 
are addressing this challenge will be 
discussed at a meeting of the Westlake-
North Olmsted chapter of the League of 
Women Voters of Greater Cleveland on 
Monday, Feb. 22. The meeting will take 
place on Zoom. Non-members who are 
interested in attending (by computer 
or by phone) can request admission 
by calling the chapter’s voicemail to 
leave an e-mail address. The voicemail 
number is 216-264-6496.

The meeting will start at 7:30 

p.m. and the speakers’ presenta-
tions will begin at 8 p.m. 

Speakers Lydia Gadd, Director 
of Community Services for the City 
of Westlake, and Christine Allegra, 
Administrator of the Division of Youth 
& Family Services for the City of North 
Olmsted, will describe changes in the 
requests for free food and how the 
cities pull together varied resources 
to supply food on an ongoing basis. 

Through its 100-year history, 
the League has sustained an inter-
est in ensuring that individuals and 
families have services provided by 
federal, state and local government 
to meet basic needs for food, shelter 
and access to health care. 

by KAREN UTHE SEMANCIK

On Feb. 1, Bay Village Schools’ 
Diversity and Equity Commit-
tee kicked off its inaugural Black 

History Month 28-Day Challenge. The 
team of administrators, educators, stu-
dents and community members curated 
a calendar with events for each day of 
the month, and participants are encour-
aged to choose three events per week, or 
participate in one major event during the 
entire month. Events include everything 
from virtual museum tours and podcasts, 
to family story times and poetry projects. 
Participants who meet the challenge by 
the end of February will receive a digital 
badge to add to their email signature line.

Students in Mrs. Alison Volkmann’s third-
grade class created a poster and added their 
comments to the complete the sentence,
“I HAVE A DREAM ...” 

Some examples:

“... that everyone is nice and respectful and 
covid is gone.” – Juliet

“... that all animals that are hurt or lost would 
be taken to get help and taken care of.”          
– Maddy

“... that one day the world will be full of 
peace and everybody will get along.” – Mason

“... to be an artist” – Piper

“... for people to be as kind to other people 
as much as you are kind to yourself.” – Sam

by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The City of Westlake sends best wishes 
to Daniel Michelich who celebrated 
his retirement on Tuesday, Feb. 9, after 

nearly 30 years with the Westlake Fire Depart-
ment.

Michelich is a 1978 graduate of Westlake 
High School who started with the City of West-
lake in 1992 and has served as a firefighter 
and paramedic for the city ever since. Prior to 

coming to Westlake, he worked as a Cleveland 
police officer.

In retirement, he plans to continue to 
bend nails as an amateur carpenter in addi-
tion to relaxing and traveling with his family 
and friends.

After receiving a proclamation from Mayor 
Dennis Clough and a plaque from Fire Chief 
Jim Hughes, Michelich quoted Lou Gehrig, 
saying, “Today, I consider myself the luckiest 
man on the face of the earth.” 

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough reads a proclamation to Daniel 
Michelich during his retirement sendoff.

Westlake firefighter retires after 29 years

Liz Maugans’ “Leftover Casserole” 
exhibit is on display at BAYarts 
through March.

Liz Maugans displays ‘Leftover Casserole’ at BAYarts

 See LWV page 2
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Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics 
and events in our community. The mission of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve 
and energize the community through the participation 
of the 1,100+ community volunteers. All Westlake and 
Bay Village residents are invited to participate.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the online 
Member Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

Business promotional articles will not be published. 
Contact us for advertising rates.

QUESTIONS? Contact: staff@wbvobserver.com or 
440-409-0114

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of 
the Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.

PRODUCTION OFFICE
451 Queenswood Drive
Bay Village, Ohio 44140

440-409-0114 

Copyright ©2021 The Westlake | Bay Village Observer. 
All rights reserved. 

Any reproduction is forbidden without written 
permission.
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BAY SCHOOLS from front page    

Steps to participate:
1. Access the Black History 

Month 28-Day Challenge Calendar 
by visiting the Bay Village Schools 
website, bayvillageschools.com. 

2. Identify an Accountability 
Partner who will serve as your rein-
forcement to complete the weekly or 
monthly challenge activities.

3. Choose three events per week, 
or one major event to participate in 
for the month. A major event could 
be reading an entire novel related to 
the theme of Black History Month, 
or volunteering or attending various 

Black History Month events as shared 
on the Challenge Calendar. 

4. Document your participation. 
At the end of the month, send your 
activity lists and the name of your 
Accountability Partner to: Mr. Tom 
Grodek, tom.grodek@bayschoolso-
hio.org or Mr. Ramsey Inman, 
ramsey.inman@bayschoolsohio.org.

Students, parents, teachers and 
community members are encour-
aged to participate. If you have any 
questions, please use the email 
addresses above, or call Bay Village 
Schools at 440-617-7300. 

LWV from front page    

The League of Women Voters encour-
ages informed and active participation in 
government, works to increase under-
standing of major public policy issues, 
and influences public policy through 
education and advocacy.  Membership 
is open to men and women ages 16 and 
above. 

620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

Tri-C’s Westshore Campus 
earns second LEED 
certification for green building

by JOHN HORTON

Cuyahoga Community Col-
lege earned a LEED Silver 
certification from the U.S. 

Green Building Council for the new 
Liberal Arts and Technology building 
at Westshore Campus. 

LEED certification is a nation-
ally recognized benchmark for the 
design, construction and operation 
of high-performance green build-
ings. This is the College’s seventh 
building with a LEED designation. 

Westshore’s Health Careers and 
Sciences building previously earned 
a LEED Gold designation after open-
ing a decade ago. Development of 
the campus along Clemens Road in 
Westlake coincided with the College’s 
creation of a sustainability plan. 

“The notion of ‘building green’ 
has guided Westshore Campus since 
Day One,” said David November, the 
College’s sustainability manager. “In 
many ways, this campus represents 
the robust sustainability standards 
that Tri-C now brings to every proj-
ect.” 

The Liberal Arts and Technology 
building opened in September 2019. 
The new building added more than 
90,000 square feet of academic space 

to campus, including 30 classrooms 
and labs and numerous student sup-
port services. 

Sustainability highlights of the 
new building include:

A more than 36% reduction in 
typical energy use due to LED light-
ing and efficient heating and cool-
ing systems, bringing an estimated 
annual savings of $30,000

Equipment and plumbing fix-
tures designed to save more than 
650,000 gallons of water per year 
— the equivalent of 16,000 filled 
bathtubs

A stormwater plan that reduces 
the quantity and improves the qual-
ity of runoff

An emphasis on using local and 
recycled materials during construc-
tion

Establishment of a “green clean-
ing” policy and program

The College also diverted 89% 
of construction waste from landfills 
through sorting and recycling during 
the 18-month project.

The new building at Westshore 
joins a growing list of Tri-C sites award-
ed LEED certification. Green buildings 
and grounds serve as key components 
of the College’s efforts to reduce its 
environmental impact. 

NATURE & ENVIRONMENT

Advertise in the 
Observer

If your target market is 
Westlake & Bay Village, 

reach your largest audience 
with the Observer and get 2 
weeks of community-wide 

exposure in each issue!
For details, email us at

staff@wbvobserver.com 
or call 440-409-0114
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

I recently earned the title “Recycling 
Ambassador” by completing an 
8-hour program with the Cuyahoga 

County Solid Waste District (CCSWD). 
Before you think this is an exclusive title, 
please know that you too can be a Recy-
cling Ambassador!

What does this mean and how 
does one go about earning this title? A 
Recycling Ambassador is a resident of 
Cuyahoga County who has a passion for 
ensuring as much waste is kept out of 
the landfill as possible and knowing how 
to dispose of different kinds of waste 
properly. The program was taught by an 
employee of the CCSWD for four, two-
hour sessions over four weeks on Zoom. 
The course is offered 3-4 times a year, 
with the next session starting Wednes-
day, March 3.

During each session, participants 
learned about proper disposal of every-
thing from food to aluminum foil to 

bleach. We learned about the current 
recycling guidelines, why they change 
frequently, and how we can be a resource 
to our communities. The goal is to keep 
as much out of the landfill as possible, 
and we reviewed many options for many 
different items. 

While I’m sure you are all hoping 
I will teach you everything I learned, I 
don’t think the paper would appreciate 
me attempting to type it all up (ha ha!) 
so I’m going to go over some key points, 
most of which I have covered in my col-
umns over the years.

When you have something specific 
that you don’t want anymore, first go to 
the CCSWD website, cuyahogarecycles.
org, and enter the name into the “What 
Do I Do With” search. Please note that 
this search tool works better with general 
terms, for example, if you have a chair, 
put in “furniture,” etc.

When you are putting items into 
your recycling at home, please remem-
ber “when in doubt, throw it out.” “Wish-

ful recycling” is more harmful to the 
recycling process than putting it into 
trash bound for the landfill. Recycling 
contamination is the No. 1 threat to 
recycling as the wrong items can ruin a 
whole load, causing the whole thing to 
go to landfill. 

Scrap metal recycling: This is 
a resource I have not yet used, and 
learned a lot about in the class. For 
example, you can collect any used, 
clean aluminum foil at your home and 
then take to a scrap metal yard. The 
only metal that can be recycled curb-
side are aluminum and steel cans. All 
other items such as car parts, license 
plates, wire hangers, hot water tanks, 
etc. can be taken to a local scrap yard. 
There are a couple on the west side of 
Cleveland; for a complete list check 
here: cuyahogarecycles.org/Business-
Directory/scrap_metal. In Bay Village 
you can also drop off scrap metal at the 
service department during the House-
hold Hazardous Waste collections.

Household Hazardous Waste: Save 
your hazardous waste for these collec-
tions, held biannually in Westlake and 
monthly in Bay Village. This includes 
oil-based paint, solvents, used motor 
oil, automotive fluids, lawn and garden 
products, pool chemicals and household 
cleaners. 

If you have any of these that you 
need to dispose of, please do not put 
them in your regular trash or recycling. 
They must be brought to your city col-
lection for proper disposal. At these col-
lections, items such as electronics and 
other equipment may also be collected. 
In Bay Village, the last Friday of every 
month (except November) the items may 
be brought to the service department at 
31300 Naigle Road. In Westlake, you can 
drop off hazardous waste May 10-15 
and September 13-18 at the city service 
center at 741 Bassett Road. 

If you are also interested in becom-
ing a Recycling Ambassador, I urge you 
to sign up on the Cuyahoga County 
Solid Waste District website and take the 
course. You will become a resource to 
your community and help keep as much 
out of landfills as possible. Each of us is 
able to make a difference! 

Become a recycling ambassador!
THE GREEN REPORT

  
 Entrée choices include fried Perch, baked Haddock, macaroni  
 & cheese, shrimp or Pierogies.  All dinners include French  
 fries and coleslaw.  Pierogi or shrimp 
 available ala carte. 
  
           Cash Only – No Credit Cards 
 

Lenten Fish Fry 
Fridays from Feb 19th thru Mar 26th 

DRIVE-THRU ONLY 
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

              525 Dover Center Rd.  •  Bay Village  •  440-871-1100  •  $15 Dinner  •  $10 Ala Carte 

St. Raphael 
Catholic 
Church 
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by ROBERT ROZBORIL

The Westlake Police Department is 
pleased to honor five officers whose 
efforts exemplified the department’s 

commitment to its mission to protect and 
serve our community this past year. These 
admirable officers and the awards they 
earned through their work are as follows:
• Officer of the Year: Patrolman Dennis 

Funari (selected by his peers)
• Blue Shield Award: Patrolman JP Toth (for 

most self-initiated arrests)
• Lifesaving Award: Patrolmen Matt Craig & 

Rick Dudas (for their actions which saved 
a mentally-disabled non-ambulatory 
adult from a house fire on Feb. 13, 2020)

• Employee of the Year: Community Ser-
vice Officer Tim Gut (selected by all 
members of the WPD for this honor 
reserved for non-sworn WPD employees)

It should be noted that these selfless 
officers did not seek out recognition for 
their actions but deserve it nonetheless. 

Westlake officers honored        
for exemplary service in 2020

Ptl. Matt Craig and Ptl. Rick Dudas with Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
and Police Chief Kevin Bielozer

Ptl. Dennis FunariPtl. JP TothCSO Tim Gut
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by DIANE REHOR

Now that our beloved elder-
ly are being vaccinated, 
according to my dear friend, 

Dr. Charleen Jaeb, resident of Gen-
erations Senior Living of Strongsville, 
they would love a visit!

Charleen and I met in college 
as “non-traditional” students many 
moons ago. Charleen continued 
her education, completing both an 
MBA and law degree to pursue her 
career as a college professor at vari-
ous colleges in Cleveland. Charleen 
received multiple awards throughout 
her career. Most recently she won the 
Women’s Club “Woman of the Year” 
in Middleburg Heights.

Upon retirement from teach-
ing, she accepted the position of Bus 
Tour Guide for Lake Front Bus Lines, 
where she wrote articles for the Bus 
Tours Magazine. Her favorite articles 
were “20 Tips for Bus Tour Planners.”

Now as a resident of an assisted 
living facility, Charleen continues to 
be motivated to share her words of 
wisdom for the good of others. As 
Charleen and I were enjoying a phone 
conversation, she started to share her 
joy regarding some of the gifts she 
received from visitors. Our conversa-
tion led to brainstorming one of her 
“Top 20 lists” that she wished to have 
shared with Observer readers. May it 
inspire you to visit an assisted living 

resident and brighten their day with 
a little gift suggestion below: 

1. Small vase with flowers from 
your garden

2. Body spray or perfume
3. Room air freshener
4. Lipstick
5. Candy for a candy dish
6. Slippers
7. Scented body wash
8. Greeting cards
9. Decoration/wreath for door
10. Machine washable clothes
11. Fuzzy blanket
12. Crocs
13. Tablecloths
14. Photos/photo album
15. Envelopes and stamps
16. Stuffed animal
17. Masks
18. Playing card holders
19. College shirt/ball cap from grand-

kids
20. Homemade dessert 

Charleen added, “Anything that 
lets them know they are remem-
bered. It’s the little things that make a 
big difference.” Charleen stated how 
much she and her fellow residents 
truly appreciate people’s kindness. 

She ended our conversation with 
one last gift idea. “The most impor-
tant thing you can give someone in 
assisted living, and it’s free, is a phone 
call or a visit.” 

Top 20 gifts under $20 for 
assisted living residents

SENIOR LIVING

Residents of Westlake and Bay Village can take advantage of perfect sledding 
weather at two great hills – one at the Westlake Recreation Center hill (pictured 
above) and Bay Village’s sledding hill in Cahoon Memorial Park.

Sledding is great fun for all ages

Carol Maat of Westlake captured a bright, sunny sky with her iPhone 
at Bradley Woods on a February day. Our area receives about 168 
days with sun per year ... the U.S. average is 205.

Sunshine … for a change
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by TAK SATO

On many occasions I’ve 
been asked about which 
app I use for a certain 

task. I happily share the app I 
actually use on my Android 
smartphone. If my favorite app 
is not available on the iPhone, 
I consult my wife’s iPhone as I 
manage what is on her smart-
phone too. My answers, though, 
do raise an eyebrow when I 
rattle off more than one app 
for the task in question. Let me 
explain ...

Apps for making video calls 
are a good example. I have no 
less than five video calling apps 

installed. Currently, they are 
Duo and Meet (from Google), 
Skype and Teams (from Micro-
soft), and Zoom.

The mobile device market 
share in the U.S. is almost 
evenly divided, i.e. 50/50, by 
the duopoly of Google’s Android 
smartphone/tablet and Apple’s 
iPhone/iPad. That ratio is more 
like 70/30, Google/Apple respec-
tively,  when looking at the world-
wide market share. BTW, I sus-
pect this to be true because there 
are very affordable Android-
based smartphones where even 
third-world-country residents 
are jacked into the internet, aka 
cloud or digital world, through 

their smartphones.
For one-on-one video calls, 

I prefer the simplicity of Duo 
and, most importantly, because 
it is available for both Android-
based smartphones/tablets 
and iPhones/iPads (Apple), it 
is available to all recent smart-
phones and tablets.

You can also use Duo on 
a personal computer by using 
your favorite browser like 
Chrome, Firefox, Edge, or Safari 
and going to duo.google.com. 
I’ve participated in group video 
calls, i.e. multiple participants, 
on my smartphone using Duo 
or Zoom apps but I prefer the 
bigger screen on my computer 

so it is a nice Duo usage option. 
Another lesser-known feature 
is Duo being available on an 
Android TV streaming devices 
with a USB webcam attached to 
it and the Android TV connect-
ed to any TV – dumb or smart.

To do a video call using any 
of these services, all partici-
pants need to use the same app. 
This is the main reason I have 
multiple apps installed on my 
Android smartphone as I never 
know what someone’s preferred 
app is for video calls.

If you are an iPhone or 
iPad user, you may be wonder-
ing about the video calling app 
FaceTime from Apple. Even 

though video calling had been 
available on computers for little 
over a decade prior to its intro-
duction, I consider FaceTime 
first revolutionary app intro-
duced only three years after the 
whole smartphone market was 
created in late 2007. Revolution-
ary because you could make/
receive video calls from the 
palm of your hand sans wires!

I know this is more about 
business, i.e. competition, than 
technical, but from a geek’s 
perspective I wish FaceTime 
was device agnostic like Duo. 
Actually, let me rephrase: I wish 
any video calling app can com-
municate with any video call-
ing app, just like you can make/
receive a telephone call regard-
less of what kind of phone each 
uses. I dream of ubiquitous 
video calling! 

Want An Edge For Winning At Algebra?
Go to www.path2math.com. Learn how you can give 
your child the winner’s edge.
    • one-on-one Zoom meetings
    • 50 minutes long
    • recorded for your later review and study
The first two sessions are free. No obligation to continue.
Put your child on the path to algebra before the next 
public school algebra 
course even begins. 
Your child will 
appreciate the 
head start!

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Ad artwork ©2021 Westlake | Bay Village Observer

Copyright © 2021 Path2Math. All Rights Reserved.

Tak dreams of ubiquitous communication
THE DIGITAL WORLD

by GRACE BAKER, HEIDI MOODY and 
EMMA SUPINSKI

While the world was scrambling for 
cleaning supplies, three local Sea 
Scout ninth-grade girls decided to 

take the initiative and develop a solution. These 
scouts decided to use science to solve the prob-
lem of store shelves empty of disinfectants. Each 
girl searched for two recipes that contained 
materials that most people have easy access to 
or grown in their backyard.

“We wanted to use ingredients that every-
one would be able to use so they could success-
fully replicate our results,” said Heidi Moody. The 
girls then experimented to see the most effective 
solution. They swabbed their refrigerator door 
handles without a cleaner as a control, and then 
each handle with a different recipe that they 
developed. After placing the swabbings on agar 
in Petri dishes, the girls took the sealed plates to 
a laboratory to see if bacteria would grow. The 
results were exciting. While some recipes didn’t 
work very well, some show promising results.

Recipes containing essential oils of lav-

ender and oregano worked but allowed some 
bacteria growth after 15 days. It was surprising 
because these oils have been in use since ancient 
times. The best formula or recipe that produced 
minimal bacteria was as follows:

English Ivy Soap
Ingredients: 
60-80 leaves of ivy, shredded
4 cups water
Directions:
Collect 60-80 leaves of English Ivy. Rinse the 

leaves in running water. Shred the leaves into 
a pot and add 4 cups of water. Boil for 15 min-
utes and put into a jar to sit overnight. Remove 
the leaves with a sieve and drain the jar into a 
spray bottle. English Ivy contains saponin, which 
makes soaps.

Ivy is very plentiful in our communities, 
and with this simple recipe, there is no excuse if 
the store shelves are empty of disinfectant. The 
three Sea Scouts plan on entering their STEM 
project in the U.S. Army-sponsored eCyberMis-
sion Competition this spring. 

Empty store shelves prompt 
Sea Scouts into action

Grace, Emma and Heidi, future scientists, inspect Petri dishes 
containing bacteria. 
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by CAROLYN STEIGMAN

Life during a pandemic sure has changed us some.
Instead of going out to party I’m home sitting on my bum.

I’ve notice a man around my house and his identity is unclear.
But he seems real nice and says, “I’m your husband, dear.”

Dining out at restaurants? No, that just will not do.
So I guess it’s time to open another can of veggie stew.

The kids have done all kind of crafts and played games with 
screaming cheer.
So now I’ve taken to day drinking. Please pass another beer.

I’ll be glad when this is over and we can end this strife.
Now we have a vaccine and I want back to regular life.

Ode to Covid-19
POETRY & PROSE
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by GIOVANNI PALMIERO

It was 20 years ago when the Browns 
schedule came out and my left-coast 
Bro called and hatched a brilliant 

plot. “The Browns visit Oakland this year, 
my buddy has season tickets and he can 
get me two. C’mon out!” That weekend 
of Sept. 24, 2000, was the sports vacation 
made in heaven. Both Bay Area baseball 
teams were headed for the playoffs. The 
SF Giants had just built a new stadium. I 
love Progressive Field but the new Giants 
stadium had some really cool features.

One of the outfield walls had a peep-
hole built into it where people could look 
in at the action without a ticket. If some-
one hit a homer far enough out to right 
field the ball landed in the bay, where 

boaters vied for the souvenir. The con-
cessions were uniquely Bay Area with 
garlic fries and cioppino on the menu. 
When many Italian fishermen came in 
from a day on their boats they would 
chip in part of their catch to make a deli-
cious sea food stew that over the years 
became known as cioppino. It’s not an 
actual Italian word but kind of a hybrid 
Italo-American colloquialism.

The new stadium was sold out every 
game but the Giants had clinched a play-
off berth Friday night. Websites where 
people were able to buy and sell tick-
ets were just starting back then and my 
brother snagged two for Saturday.

Sunday brought the Browns game. 
I’ve been to the Muni Lot for a Browns 
game. Get a good bark on and always 

keep a hand free to high-five strangers. 
As we prepared for our day at Oakland 
Coliseum, Bro asked, “Should we wear 
our Browns gear?” In the most prescient 
moment of my life I said, “Nah.”

As we worked our way through the 
Raider tailgaters, what came to mind 
was a casting call for a Hollywood prison 
movie. The Aryan Nation section featured 
a man wearing an ankle-length jacket 
made of beer can pop tops. There’s the 
Black Panther section (Huey Newton was 
from Oakland) and then the Mexican gang 
bangers, red or blue, Crips or Bloods.

As we entered the stadium I told the 
group, “I’ve got my ticket; I’ll be able to 
find you guys later. I’d like to look around, 
take in the ambiance.” When I rejoined 
the group they informed me that I missed 
some action. They took a guy out on a 
stretcher who had been hit in the head 
with a beer bottle because he wore an 
Andre Rison Browns jersey.

The Browns drew first blood on a 

Couch TD pass and my Bro and I looked 
at each other but decided to forgo the 
high five. The Raiders proceeded to score 
the next four TDs. After the fourth the 
jovial gentleman in front of me turned 
around and offered his hand in the air 
for his half of the high five and, what else 
could I do, I relented.

On Monday, Bro apologizes he 
couldn’t get any more time off so I was 
on my own. So I headed back to the 
Coliseum hoping to catch an A’s game. 
They were fighting for a playoff spot so 
I figured a last-minute walk-up would 
merit me a spot in Bob Uecker’s “front 
row.” To my astonishment I got a seat 
behind the dugout; apparently the A’s 
weren’t drawing well.

Wednesday, as he dropped me off 
at the airport, Bro continued to pro-
fusely apologize for leaving me on my 
own those two days. “Silenzio, don’t 
ruin the vibe of the greatest sports 
vacation ever.” 

by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s late February 2021 calendar of 
events. All programs are subject to change. 
Please check westlakelibrary.org or follow 
the library on Facebook and Twitter 
(@WestlakePorter) for the latest updates.

Wednesday, Feb. 17 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Foodies @ 11 Part Deux (Live) – Join 
Miss Cathy and Miss Natalie on Face-
book, Twitter or YouTube as they test 
popular kitchen hacks! All ages.

Wednesday, Feb. 17 (2-3 p.m.) 
Wednesday Afternoon Book Discus-
sion (Live) – This month’s book is “The 
Second Mrs. Hockaday” by Susan Rivers. 
Please note that this monthly discussion 
will take place on the THIRD Wednesday 
of the month from now on. Discussion 
will be held via Zoom. Please register.

Wednesday, Feb. 17 (7-8 p.m.) Cre-
ative Writing for Adults (Live) – This 
class is designed to wake up the creativity 
within. No experience is necessary, just a 
desire to try new things! Practice the art 
of putting pen to paper and spontane-
ously creating. This class will be taught 
on Zoom. Please register. Please provide 
an email address to receive a link to the 
program. To make the class more interac-
tive, a working camera and microphone 
are recommended.

Thursday, Feb. 18 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Storytime (Live) – Join us on Facebook, 
Twitter or YouTube for a fun storytime!

Thursdays, Feb. 18 and 25 (3:30-4:30 
p.m.) WPPL Roblox Club – Love Roblox? 
Then WPPL has a club for you! We have 
some private servers set up for Tweens in 
grades 4-6 to hang out with their friends 
and enjoy some of the most popular 
games via Zoom. Please register.

Friday, Feb. 19 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) Got 
Science? Supply Pick Up – Join us as we 
explore phases of the moon! Kits will be 

available beginning Feb. 19. You will need 
a kit to participate in the program. Grades 
1 & 2. Registering for the supply pick up 
will also register you for the Zoom event 
on Feb. 26 at 4 p.m. Please register. Par-
ticipants must provide an email address 
to receive Zoom instructions.

Fridays, Feb. 19 and 26 (11-11:30 
a.m.) First Chapter Friday (Live) – Join 
us on Facebook, Twitter or YouTube to 
hear Youth Services staff read the first 
chapter of a book appropriate for chil-
dren in grades K-4.

Monday, Feb. 22 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Kinder Club Packet Pick-Up – Pick up 
your packet at the Youth Services Desk 
on or after Feb. 22. Each bag will contain 
multiple early literacy concepts that will 
be featured weekly on our Kinder Club 
Blog. Ages 4-6 While supplies last.

Monday, Feb. 22 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Be a Heart Health Hero (Live) – Join 
us on Facebook, Twitter or YouTube for 
a dose of heart health! Kits for this pro-
gram are available but not necessary for 
participation. This program is led by a 
librarian, not a physician or exercise pro-
fessional. The target audience is families 
with special needs. Please register.

Tuesday, Feb. 23 (11-11:30 a.m.) Sto-
ries and Signs – Join us on Facebook, 
Twitter or YouTube and enjoy a storytime 
while learning a few words in sign lan-
guage. Ages 0-3.

Tuesday, Feb. 23 (6-8 p.m.) Sup-
porting the Immune System Naturally 
(Live) – Learn from Dr. Carolyn Smilor, 
DA, how to use herbs and nutrition to 
support your immune system naturally. 
Gain insight on the importance of getting 
the acid-alkaline balance in your body 
correct. Please register. You must pro-
vide an email address to receive Zoom 
information.

Wednesday, Feb. 24 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Preschoolers Rock! (Live) – Join Miss 
Nancy on social media as we have fun 

singing songs and using instruments to 
keep to the beat of the music! This month 
we’ll share ideas for making rhythm 
sticks from everyday items! Ages 3-5.

Wednesday, Feb. 24 (4-5 p.m.) Teen 
Writers Group (Live) – An online meet-
up for teens in grades 7-12. This is an 
hour to just write, with the last 15 min-
utes reserved for any writer in need of 
some group brainstorming. Please reg-
ister. Participants must provide an email 
address to receive Zoom instructions.

Wednesday, Feb. 24 (6:30-7 p.m.) 
Family Storytime (Live) – Join us on 
Zoom for an interactive storytime featur-
ing books, rhymes, songs and movement. 
For families with children up to 2-6, sib-
lings welcome. Please register. Partici-
pants must provide an email address to 
receive Zoom instructions.

Wednesday, Feb. 24 (8-9 p.m.) Dis-
covery Box for Teens Sign-Up – A 
personalized subscription box services 
for teens in grades 7-12. Each box will 
include a book, a paper craft, a mystery 
snack and a few other surprises! After 
signing up you’ll receive a survey to help 
us personalize your box to your taste. 
Registration begins Feb. 17. Pick up takes 

place March 3-5.
Thursday, Feb. 25 (11-11:30 a.m.) 

Black History Month Storytime (Live) 
– Join us on Facebook, Twitter or You-
Tube for a storytime celebrating Black 
History Month!

Saturday, Feb. 27 (9 a.m.-6 p.m.) 
Mystery STEAM Bag Challenge 
Supply Pick-Up – Pick up your Mystery 
STEAM Bag Supplies at the Drive-Up 
Window on or after Feb. 27. Each bag 
contains mystery craft materials and 
a challenge card. Use the materials to 
complete the design challenge and 
share with us on Zoom! Grades 1 and 
2. Please register; registering to pick up 
materials also registers you for the Zoom 
event on March 6 at 11 a.m.

Saturday, Feb. 27 (11-11:30 a.m.) 
Pokemon Fun (Live) – Join Miss Rachel 
for a virtual Pokemon meeting! We will 
play a guess-that-Pokemon game and 
have time for show and tell. Feel free to 
bring a favorite Pokemon card or toy for 
show and tell! Registration begins Feb. 
20. Participants must provide an email 
address to receive Zoom instructions..

To register for any of the programs, 
visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library       
Late February Events

Go Brow– ... Raiders?!

Porter Library announces initiative 
aimed at young readers

Westlake Porter Public Library 
has announced a new early 
literacy initiative aimed at 

children ages 4 and under. The Myrna 
Chelko Early Literacy Initiative is 
named for the long-time, dedicated 
library volunteer who helped found 
the Friends of Porter Library and the 
Westlake Porter Library Foundation, 
served on the Library’s board of trust-
ees, and gave her time to the library in 
many other capacities. It is funded by a 
generous donation in her honor.

Participating in this initiative will 
help build habits that foster early liter-

acy development and lifelong learning. 
Literacy and language development are 
closely linked to a baby’s earliest positive 
experiences with parents and caregivers.

The initiative has five steps, and 
parents can track their child’s progress 
on the library’s beanstack site (west-
lakelibrary.beanstack.org) or by using a 
printed log which can be downloaded 
from the library’s website (westlakeli-
brary.org/early-lit-initiative).

For more information about the 
Myrna Chelko Early Literacy Initiative, 
visit westlakelibrary.org or call 440-871-
2600. 

HUMOR

Thank You to our advertisers. You keep us humming along!
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by NANCY BROWN

The Friends of the Bay Village 
Kennel would like to send a huge 
thank you to all of the people who 

donated to the collection of pet-related 
items and financial donations to The 
Friendship APL in Elyria. Also to the Bay 
Village safety forces for donating and 
promoting the cause. A big shout-out 
goes to the Bay Village Police Depart-

ment for allowing the front of the station 
to be a drop-off location. A car load of 
items was taken almost each day.

In addition to the donated items, 
Dennis Driscoll and Susan Murnane 
presented a check from the Friends of 
the Bay Village Kennel in the amount 
of $500 to Greg Willey, executive direc-
tor of Friendship APL. Please visit the 
Facebook page of either organization for 
updates. 

Donations pour in to help rescued dogs
PET CARE

Dennis Driscoll and Susan Murnane presented a check from the Friends of 
the Bay Village Kennel in the amount of $500 to Greg Willey, executive 
director of Friendship APL.

by NANCY BROWN

Meet Turbo, an adult male 
golden retriever who is 
owned by Ed and Jackie 

Noonan of Bay Village.
Turbo is an 8-year-old rescue 

dog that was adopted at the age of 
a year-and-a-half from Love-A-Stray 
Dog Division in Avon Lake.  

The popular and beloved golden 
retriever was originally bred in Scot-
land. They were originally bred to 
retrieve for hunting purposes. The 
breed is one of the most popular 
family dogs in the world. They have 
been trained in multiple capacities 
such as search and rescue, disability 
dogs, hunting dogs, detection and 
show dogs. Goldens love water and 
are easy to train. Their long coats do 
require regular grooming.

Four years ago Turbo was diag-
nosed with a malignant mast cell 
tumor on the upper right side of his 
nose. This is a common location for 
this type of aggressive malignant 
tumor. 

Golden retrievers have a very 
high risk of developing mast cell 
tumors, suggesting there is a genetic 
background for this disease. This 
tumor also fluctuates up and down 
in size.

Mast cell tumors in dogs are very 
common, accounting for 20% of all 
skin tumors in dogs, according to 
vetmed.wsu.edu.

Turbo was referred by his local 
veterinarian at Avon Lake Animal 

Clinic to Metropolitan Veterinary 
Hospital in Akron. There Turbo and 
his owners consulted with a board-
certified canine cancer veterinarian 
to discuss surgical, radiation and 
chemo options. Turbo was facing 
major reconstructive surgery all the 
way up to his eye in the hopes of get-
ting clear margins. He was also facing 
three months of recovery to hopefully 
still be able to use his mouth and be 
able to eat and drink normally.

Ed and Jackie chose another 
option for Turbo which has done 
wonders.

Turbo’s diet was changed to a 
dehydrated, whole-grain, chicken pet 
food.  It is rated at human-consump-
tion quality and all of its ingredients 
are from the USA. Turbo also gets a 
Chinese herbal powder called Xue 
Fu Zhu Tang by Kingdom of Basil, 
which has been documented to help 
dogs with mast cell tumors. Turbo 
receives Benadryl, turmeric, fish oil 
and omeoprazole with his meals, all 
based on his weight.  

His zest for being a lovable and 
happy golden retriever has not slowed 
down. Turbo’s family and veterinary 
team are pleased with the outcome 
and applaud him and his family for 
having these positive results on his 
cancer journey.

If your pet has been diagnosed 
with cancer or another condition 
please consult with your animal hos-
pital to ensure the most safe and effec-
tive treatment plan is put in place to 
receive the optimum results. 

Local canine cancer survivor 
thrives with alternative treatment

Turbo, a golden retriever from Bay Village with a malignant tumor, has 
improved with a change in diet and supplements.

Westlake Meals on Wheels 
receives grant to aid pets
by BROOKE O’DONNELL

If you are a pet owner, you under-
stand how important pets are 
to our families. For many senior 

citizens, they are a great source of 
companionship and support, espe-
cially during this past year of extreme 
isolation. Westlake Meals on Wheels 
received a grant from Meals on Wheels 
America and PetSmart Charities to 
assist their recipients with pet food, 
treats and supplies. 

Like many Americans affected 
by the pandemic, some seniors have 
had to make difficult financial deci-
sions, including choosing to feed their 
pets before themselves, or sharing 
their food with their pets. This grant 
allowed Westlake Meals on Wheels to 
help with that financial burden.

Many of the recipients have 
expressed gratitude for the assis-
tance, stressing how important their 
animals are in their daily lives. Fred, 
who lives alone, has three dogs, all APL 
rescues. He phoned to let us know “the 
girls, Sadie, Foxy and Roxy, all love all 
their treats!” Claire lost her husband 
of 25 years last year, and rescued her 
cat, Simon, from Berea Animal Rescue. 
Simon talks to Claire all day, and accord-
ing to her daughter, they saved each 
other. Jeanne has two cats: Tiger, 22 
years old but still acts like a kitten, and 
Helena, 2 years old. She said the food 
and litter assistance came along at the 
perfect time. Kim is recovering from a 
surgery and her Malipoo, Izzy, is her 
constant companion. 

“We are so pleased that we can offer 
this assistance to our recipients, as we 

consider them to be part of our family,” 
said Executive Director Marie Patten-
Blatter. “Our mission of caring for them 
extends beyond the meals we provide,” 
said Patten-Blatter. Westlake Meals on 
Wheels serves the communities of Bay 
Village, Westlake, North Olmsted, Olm-
sted Township and Olmsted Falls, and 
operates with the assistance of over 150 
community volunteers. 

Patten-Blatter is hopeful that the 
program can continue, and is exploring 
ways to keep it funded for the future.  If 
you would like to donate pet supplies or 
a monetary donation, please forward to 
Westlake Meals on Wheels, 2239 Dover 
Center Rd., Westlake, OH 44145, or 
phone 440-871-2551. 

Izzy is a Malipoo belonging to 
Westlake Meals on Wheels recipient 
Kim, and received food, treats and toys 
through the grant.
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana
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 » See CHALLENGE page 12

by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

Evelyn Allen

George Arruda

David & Carol Ball

Bay Village Garden Club

Bay Village Women’s Club

Bonnie Belda

Ruth B. Bertrand

John Biesterfeldt

Jeffrey D. Bing

The Bing Family

Marie Black

Bocce Partner JD

Jean Bowman

Judy Brody

Judy & Ray Budoi

George Cadwallader

Dwight & Nancy Clark

Stephen Clarke

Maryanne Cullom

Cuyahoga West Chapter, OGS

Deborah Delzeith

Jack Dianiska

Leisa Diller

Penny Dolski

Tony & Judy Dostal

Todd & Donna Dresing

Cynthia & Eric Eakin

Gary & Pamela Ebert

Bob & Ellen Erzen

Michael & Diane Ferry

Susan & Richard Fink

Jan Foote

Tom & Lois Fornes

Diane Frye

Lee Gase

Rick Grane

Marybeth Hackenberg

Rosemary & Walt Halun

Linda Harris

Linda Heiden & John Heidenreich

Dawn Hilt

Karol Hoeffler

David W. Kaman

Patrick Keating

Joan Kemper

Paul & Therese Koomar

Beverly Kosarko

Thomas Kovach

William Krause

Barbara Lahey

Marilyn Lahnen

John R. Larson

Ellie Luchini

David Lynn

Marty & Jennie Mace

The Mack Family (Jon, Lisa and 

Thank you to our kind 
readers who have 
donated to help 

keep the Observer’s 
presses rolling and to 
support a free press.

Thank
 You!

Holly)

Martha Devotion Huntington 

Chapter/Daughters of the American 

Revolution

Tom & Kirsten Martin

Mel Maurer

Thomas & Holly McGowan

Mary Kay McLean

Joan Hayes McSweeney

Mark Miller

Tom Mullee

Mike Nock

Michael & Ann O’Donnell

Julie & Al Paulus

Jim Potter

Connie Priest

Tim Rasgaitis

David & Amy Rencehausen

Carole Roske

Steve Ruscher

Louis Ruscitto

Victor Rutkoski

George Ryan

Mike & Julie Scanlan

Patti, Dominic & Gianni Sclimenti

Todd & Barb Semroc

Nancy Sheehan

David Smalley

Jean Smith

Marilyn Sommer

Lysa Stanton & Dave Pfister

James Stevenson

Kathleen Swetkis

Nick & Judy Taranto

Barbara Taushanoff

Terri Telepak

Brian Thompson

Judy & Don Trask

Village Bicycle Cooperative

Westlake Kiwanis Club

Shirley Whitbeck

Cynthia White

Marge Widmar

Edward L. Wilkinson Sr

Peter & Kathy Winzig

Barb & Ian Woodburn
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Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and engaging 
Westlake and Bay Village residents. 

Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added 
challenge at a time when emotional connection and togetherness 
matter so much.

Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the 
community can share news, share stories and share laughs.

If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please 
send a cash or check donation along with the form below. Donations 
may also be made by credit card at wbvobserver.com. All supporters 
will be recognized in future editions of the Observer.

We need your help

The citizen-powered newspaper

Share Your News, Photos & 
Events in Westlake & Bay Village

Join with 1,200+ community members of all ages who have shared their stories, photos and 
community events in our community’s favorite newspaper and website.

The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake residents who want to participate in 
sharing positive news. It’s fun, easy and free to become an Observer. 

Visit our website at wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to sign up and be a part 
of this growing community project! (We don’t share your info with anyone.)

Questions? Email staff@wbvobserver.com 


